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Week Three White Collar Crime
Chapter 6 and chapter seven of this week’s readings give some insights into how religious institutions become either victims or suspects of white-collar crimes. I believe that Steven Furtick (elevation church) entails religious leaders who perpetrate white-collar crimes. The main reason behind such thoughts is that the individuals who stole $600,000 had adequate knowledge of the location of this Church's safe (The Young Turks, 2014). It means that these robbers might have conspired with other church leaders in such unethical operation because they were capable of directing these robbers for mutual gains afterward. Therefore, it is evident that most of these mega Churches engage in white-collar crimes and get away with it due to lack of evidence.
The chapters' authors would analyze the above act and other similar religious criminals in several ways. One of the criteria that these authors would apply to analyze these religious criminals is based on leadership positions. It is believed that most of the religious criminals occupy higher leadership positions in these churches or other religious affiliations (Van Slyke, Benson, & Cullen, 2016, p. 106). The majority of these criminals are well-educated people in higher ranks hence are capable of committing crimes based on their occupations. For instance, some of these individuals are qualified accountants who keep records of all financial resources of respective religious organizations. 
Similarly, these authors might analyze all of these religious criminals using the age factor. Age is a crucial element that is attached to the probability of crimes. Research reveals that white-collar crimes are mainly committed by older or average people, while blue-collar crimes are perpetrated by fairly younger people (Van Slyke et al., 2016, p. 108). Such sentiments are true since most of these people have acquired skills to manipulate figures without any suspicion. Therefore, religious white-collar criminals are likely to be in this category since religious organizations have a lot of trust in them.
One of the criminal comments on the author's arguments is regarding the monetary cost of middle-class crime. I agree with the author’s argument that middle-class crime is accompanied by multiple monetary losses. The film of the mega Church shows that this institution suffered a serious financial loss following this unprecedented theft of $600,000 (The Young Turks, 2014). Such a case leads to frustrations among various stakeholders who contribute a lot of money to these churches. Apart from the Church arena, financial losses caused by such crimes have also led to the decline of various organizations due to a lack of adequate funds to run the day to day programs. 
I also support the fact that white-collar crimes receive little reaction or attention from the criminal justice systems or from respective citizens (Van Slyke et al., 2016, p. 177). I believe that such issues occur due to a lack of proper investigations in these sectors. Most smaller organizations lack the capacity to employ competent auditors who can assess how every coin is spent hence creating rooms for white-collar crimes. Moreover, some of the white-collar criminals have higher possibilities of manipulating other employees. For instance, these criminals might bribe authorities in the legal justice systems such as police or even judges who handle these cases, thus dropping them with claims of lack of sufficient evidence that is admissible in the court of law. The above reasons are also aligned with the issue that white-collar crimes hurt more than the crimes of the poor (The Real News Network, 2016). All of these aspects imply that legal justice systems mainly scrutinize the conduct of the poor with the belief that they are likely to involve in crimes as a way of addressing their social or economic woes. 
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